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The Presidential Election & Philanthropy 
 

· An overview by issue area of both candidates from the Chronicle of Philanthropy’s 2008 Election section of their website: http://philanthropy.com/campaign2008/.  
· “Charity and the Campaign”, October 2008, Chronicle of Philanthropy: http://philanthropy.com/free/articles/v21/i01/01000601.htm
· “The Next President Will Have Strong Philanthropic Ties”, July 2008, Chronicle of Philanthropy: http://philanthropy.com/free/articles/v20/i19/19003702.htm
 

Talking Points
 

The following quotes and information have been pulled from the Chronicle website and articles above as talking points:
         The presidential contenders, John McCain and Barack Obama, have a strong affinity for public service, generating optimism among nonprofit leaders that they will find a sympathetic ear in the White House no matter who wins on election day.
         The presidential candidates both entered the world of politics after spending time in public service, Senator McCain as a naval officer and Senator Obama as a community organizer in Chicago.
         Both senators have promised to expand national-service programs, free up money for innovative social projects, and promote federal grants to religious charities.
         "I don't think nonprofit leaders should hold their breaths for major new initiatives that will reconfigure the government's relationship with the charitable world.” - William A. Galston, senior fellow in governance studies at the Brookings Institution.
         "This is really the first time in an election where the interests of the nonprofit sector were even mentioned at all …at one level, it was a significant turnaround year for us - now comes the reality." - Robert Egger, president of D.C. Central Kitchen 
        “Given the financial bailout and the wars in Afghanistan and Iraq, the nonprofit world can expect the belt-tightening that intensified during President Bush's second term to continue” - Alan Abramson, a George Mason University professor and senior fellow at the Aspen Institute's Nonprofit Sector and Philanthropy Program 
         “But things might be worse under a President McCain. Obama seems interested in finding ways to continue some discretionary spending to try to address the nation's problems, while McCain has signaled that he believes the government is ‘still wasting a lot of money and he has no interest in raising taxes’” - Alan Abramson  
         Senator McCain has said in recent debates with his rival that he would consider freezing all federal spending except for defense, veterans affairs, and "entitlement" programs like Social Security.
         Senator Obama, who has proposed increasing taxes on families earning $250,000 or more, has said he would continue to give priority to issues such as early-childhood education, energy independence, and fixing the health-care system.
         ”As the deepening financial crisis aggravates the social problems that charities deal with every day — while shrinking the government and private money available to cope with them — nonprofit leaders must unite to convince whoever occupies the White House to recognize that he has an obligation to help vulnerable people” - Diana Aviv, president of Independent Sector, a coalition of big charities and foundations  
         Independent Sector plans to make a big push to influence both the new president and the new Congress.  “We have no choice but to play a role," says Diana Aviv. "We have to be clear on what we think are the priorities and make clear what cannot be cut. We have to agree that all options have to be on the table, including revenue increases."
         If in January 2009 we see a President Obama in the Oval Office, nonprofit groups and foundations can expect a substantive dialogue with White House officials. If it's President McCain, we might have to call on Senator Brownback to turn the new president's attention to the needs and potentials of the nonprofit world. 

