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NY EDEN - Coordinating Disaster Relief in New York State.

Grantmakers Forum spoke with Keith Tidball, New York State coordinator for NY EDEN to better understand the role of EDEN in NYS disaster relief.  EDEN stands for Extension Disaster Education Network, a Cooperative Extension network that stretches across the U.S. sharing resources to reduce the impact of disasters.  

NY EDEN was formed after tropical storm Beryl caused flooding in Central New York in 1994, causing $12 million in damage, particularly in the Susquehanna and Western Catskills areas. In Tidball’s terms, EDEN’s participation raises situational awareness during the three phases of disaster management: here it comes; here it is, and recovery mode.  

EDEN serves as a liaison between federal, state and regional resources, a conduit for vital information, compiling resources, linking communities with agencies to address disaster management.  It involves the 50 Cooperative Extension county offices to address disaster relief needs in their area, and to funnel Cornell resources through them.  The Cornell Cooperative Extension website includes disaster management information on various recovery topics from dairy herd forage management, flooded fields and mold management to help for homeowners in recovery and dealing with FEMA.  

Examples

Suppose a farmer has a sugar maple grove damaged by a storm.  EDEN and the Cooperative Extension can put that farmer together with the resource management people who can help assess the damage and suggest recovery strategies and resources.

NY EDEN worked with the NYS Department of Agriculture and Markets, Departments of Education and Health, APHIS, the American Red Cross and the ASPCA to develop a temporary emergency animal shelter plan as part of the NYS Comprehensive Emergency Plan.  

Opportunity

New York has a pilot emergency preparedness training program that involve RSVP (senior corps) volunteers, high school students, 4-H members and 3rd & 5th grade children.  A basic curriculum on emergency preparedness was developed using resources provided by NY EDEN and the NYS Office of Emergency Management.  

Unfortunately, there is currently no effective statewide system to activate and coordinate volunteers in the case of an emergency.    Tidball suggests that private funders could address volunteer activation and coordination by speaking with the EDEN office or contacting the 4H state headquarters to discuss the opportunity to help coordinate the FFA and 4H youth who could be activated to provide help during and after natural disasters.  
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