Dear Senator/Representative _____________:

On behalf of [your organization], I am writing to ask you to extend the IRA charitable rollover giving incentive and to cosponsor the Public Good IRA Rollover Act of 2009 (S.864/H.R.1250). 

Since it was enacted in August 2006, the current IRA charitable rollover has helped nonprofits enrich lives and strengthen communities across the country and around the world by allowing individuals to make direct gifts to charities from their Individual Retirement Accounts (IRAs) without suffering adverse tax consequences. It has resulted in millions of dollars of new contributions to nonprofits – including hospitals, human services charities, and religious organizations – that serve people every day. 

[Explain how your organization has used donations from IRA rollovers to have an impact in your community.] 
The IRA charitable rollover, which is available through December 2009, allows individuals aged 70½ and older to donate up to $100,000 from their IRAs to public charities without having to count the distributions as taxable income. This particularly helpful for older Americans who do not itemize their tax deductions and would not otherwise receive any tax benefit for their contributions. It is essential that Congress act now to extend the IRA rollover beyond 2009 to provided needed support for charities through the difficult recovery that is expected next year.

We also support the Public Good IRA Rollover Act (S.864/H.R.1250), which would build on the success of the current IRA charitable rollover by making it permanent, removing the current dollar limit on donations per year, permitting donations to more organizations, and providing IRA owners with a planned giving option starting at age 59½. 

We urge you to pass an extension of the IRA rollover incentive as soon as possible to help charities continue their work in your communities. We also believe that the Public Good IRA Rollover Act of 2009 would greatly enhance the ability of individuals to give back to their communities and ask that you cosponsor this legislation. 

Sincerely,

