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November 14, 2008

Letter to the Editor

Celebrate National Philanthropy Day

It is the giving season.  A time when everyone in the community is prompted to give their time and money to help those less fortunate.  As area residents take out their checkbooks and sort through the pile of requests for seasonal donations, it’s a good time for all of us to reflect on the nature of philanthropy in our communities.

As the gap widens between the rich and poor, we are reminded that it is the nonprofit sector of our economy that works to bridge the divide.  Fueled by grants and donations, these organizations and their dedicated staff and volunteers work tirelessly to support a healthy life for those less fortunate and to enrich our cultural advantages.  This week and next, hundreds of nonprofit organizations, businesses and public officials that serve our social and cultural needs will gather to celebrate National Philanthropy Day - a time when those who give and those who receive can come together to acknowledge the great American tradition of charitable giving.

Giving to support the quality of life for everyone is part of the social compact that promises a civil society.  So as the holidays approach, celebrate National Philanthropy Day by acknowledging your good fortune and sharing it with others in the community.  Be a philanthropist in your community.  Every coin, every dollar continues our rich tradition of philanthropy.

Liz Wilder

Executive Director

Grantmakers Forum of New York
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