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VISION   Grantmakers Forum of New York is the primary organization for 

engaging Upstate New York funders in the quest for philanthropic 
excellence.   

 

 

MISSION 

 
Grantmakers Forum of New York unites and empowers funders to achieve their philanthropic 
aspirations.  Through Grantmakers Forum, grantmakers of diverse backgrounds and experience 
connect to share and increase their knowledge, improve their practice,  and address 
philanthropic opportunities that make a positive social, economic and environmental impact. 
 
 

STRATEGIC INITIATIVES 

 
A. Grantmakers Forum will operate as a statewide organization; 
B. Grantmakers Forum will engage funders through meaningful programs and services; 
C. Grantmakers Forum will build leadership around philanthropic issues and opportunities; 
D. Grantmakers Forum will promote philanthropy throughout the region. 
 
 
 

MEMBERSHIP and SUPPORT 

 

Grantmakers Forum of New York is supported by member dues, grants and earned income. 
Grantmakers Forum currently has members throughout the state.  Member dues are a primary 
source of support, but additional grants from local, regional and national funders are vital to the 
delivery of our programs and services to the philanthropic community.   
 
 

GOVERNANCE 
 
The Grantmakers Forum of New York is led by a Board of Directors representative of 
grantmaker members in the region; volunteer committees and staff oversee key operations.  



 

 

GRANTMAKERS FORUM OF NEW YORK 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 2009-2010 

 

Officers 

 

George Ferrari, President 

 Executive Director 

 Community Foundation of Tompkins County 

Kathy Goldfarb-Findling, Vice President 

 Executive Director 

 Rosamond Gifford Charitable Foundation 

Dana Gavenda, Treasurer 

President 

Fairport Savings Bank 

Judith Azoff, Secretary 

 Assistant Executive Director 

 Jewish Community Federation of Greater Rochester 

Annette Weld, At-large 

Director and Trustee 

Halcyon Hill Foundation 

 

Directors 

 

Joseph Casion  

 Partner 

 Harter Secrest & Emery LLP 
Ann Costello 

 Director 

 B. Thomas Golisano Foundation 

Diane Hannum 

 Executive Director 

 Northern Chautauqua Community Foundation 

James McBride 

Executive Director 

Bulrush Foundation 

Laura Weinstein 

 Marketing Development Manager 

 Bank of America 

MEMBERS 
Adirondack Community Trust, Lake Placid 
Max A. Adler Charitable Foundation, Rochester 
Advertising Council of Rochester, Rochester* 
Alesco Advisors LLC, Rochester* 
Allegany County Area Foundation, Belmont 
The Allyn Foundation, Skaneateles 
ALSTOM Signaling Foundation, Rochester 
Ames-Amzalak Memorial Trust, Rochester 
Arts & Cultural Council for Greater Rochester, Rochester 
Bank of America Foundation, Buffalo/Rochester/Syracuse 
Bausch & Lomb Incorporated, Rochester 
The Bonadio Group, Pittsford* 
Brighter Days Foundation, Webster 
Bruner Foundation, Pittsford 
Bulrush Foundation, Rochester 
Central New York Community Foundation, Syracuse 
Community Foundation of Dutchess County, Poughkeepsie 
Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning 
   and the Finger Lakes, Elmira 
Community Foundation of Tompkins County, Ithaca 
Corning Incorporated Foundation, Corning 
The Dyson Foundation, Millbrook 
Fred L. Emerson Foundation, Auburn 
Fairport Savings Bank, Fairport 
Harold S. and Joan Feinbloom Family Foundation, Rochester 
Foundation of the Monroe County Bar, Rochester 
The Gebbie Foundation, Jamestown 
Rosamond Gifford Charitable Foundation, Syracuse 
Golisano Foundation, Pittsford 
Greater Rochester Health Foundation, Rochester 
Harter Secrest & Emery LLP, Rochester 
Jewish Community Federation of Greater Rochester 
Legacy Foundation of Tompkins County, Ithaca 
Ralph & Wilma Maibaum Foundation, Macedon 
Market Street Trust Co., Corning* 
The McCarthy Charities, Troy 
Oliver B. Merlyn Foundation, Victor 
Monroe County, Rochester 
Mary S. Mulligan Charitable Trust, Rochester 
New York Council for the Humanities, New York 
Kathryn J. Nixon & Theodore E. Nixon Family Fdn., Pittsford 
Northern Chautauqua Community Foundation, Dunkirk 
Guido and Ellen Palma Foundation, Penfield 
Park Foundation, Ithaca 
The REALTORS Charitable Foundation, Rochester 
The Dorothy & Marshall M. Reisman Foundation, Syracuse 
Rochester Area Community Foundation, Rochester 
Rochester Female Charitable Society, Rochester 
Rochester Gas & Electric Corp., Rochester 
Dorothea Haus Ross Foundation, Rochester 
Ralph C. Sheldon Foundation, Jamestown 
Spindler Family Foundation, Rochester 
Stardust Foundation of Central New York, Auburn 
Triad Foundation, Ithaca 
Tripp Foundation, Elmira 
Ulster County Community Foundation, Kingston 
United Way of Tompkins County, Ithaca 
Unity Health Foundation, Rochester 
Waldron Rise Foundation, Victor 
Wegmans Food Markets, Rochester 
Marie C.& Joseph C. Wilson Foundation, Rochester 
The Women's Foundation of Genesee Valley, Rochester 
 
 
*associate member 


