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VISION:   Grantmakers Forum of New York is a resource and catalyst for effective 

 philanthropy, engaging funders throughout our region.   
 
 

 
1. MISSION 

 
A regional association of grantmakers, the Grantmakers Forum of New York unites and educates 
funders, their advisors, policymakers, and the nonprofit sector to strengthen and promote 
philanthropy for community benefit.  Through the Grantmakers Forum, funders share and 
increase their knowledge, improve their practices, and address issues of local, statewide and 
national importance to philanthropy. 
 
 
 

2. GOALS 
 
A. Increase knowledge and skills of grantmakers; 
B. Strengthen communication, cooperation and effectiveness among grantmakers; 
C. Enable grantmakers and grantseekers to work as effective partners; 
D. Build leadership around philanthropic issues and opportunities; 
E. Promote philanthropy throughout the region. 
 
 
 

3. MEMBERSHIP and SUPPORT 
 
The Grantmakers Forum of New York is supported by member dues, grants and earned income. 
Philanthropic organizations (family and independent foundations, public charities and 
community foundations, corporate foundations and business giving programs, federated funds, 
government agencies distributing public funds, and families/individuals) are eligible for dues-
paying membership if they support multiple nonprofit organizations or nonprofit collaboratives in 
New York State.  The Grantmakers Forum currently has members from Lake Placid to 
Jamestown. 
 
 

4.  GOVERNANCE 
 
The Grantmakers Forum of New York is led by an 18-member Board of Directors representative 
of grantmaker members in the region; volunteer committees and staff oversee key operations.  
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Officers 
Richard Schwartz, President 

Community Volunteer 
Rochester Area Community Foundation 

Karen Carpenter Martin, Vice-President 
Associate Director 
Corning Incorporated Foundation 

Suzanne Lee, Secretary 
President 
Community Foundation of the Elmira-Corning Area 

James McBride, Treasurer 
Executive Director 
Bulrush Foundation 

John Merino 
Executive Director 
The Gebbie Foundation 

 
Directors 
Dawn Borgeest 
 Sr. V.P. & Chief Marketing Officer 

United Way of Greater Rochester 
Sara Cardillo 
 V.P., Community Relations 

M&T Bank Foundation 
Ann Costello 
 Director 
 B. Thomas Golisano Foundation 
Dana Gavenda 
 President 
 Fairport Savings Bank 
Diana Gurieva 
 Executive Director 
 The Dyson Foundation 
Charlotte Landhuis 

Member 
Rochester Female Charitable Society  

Margaret O’Shea 
President 
Community Fdn. of Herkimer & Oneida Counties 

Christopher Potash 
 Harter, Secrest & Emery, LLP 
Diane Shafer 

Board Member 
Community Foundation of Tompkins County 

John Urban 
 President 
 Rochester Area Health Foundation 
Annette Weld 

Director and Trustee 
Halcyon Hill Foundation 

 

MEMBERS 
Adirondack Community Trust, Lake Placid 
Max A. Adler Charitable Foundation, Rochester 
Advertising Council of Rochester, Rochester 
ALSTOM Signaling Foundation, Rochester 
Ames-Amzalak Memorial Trust, Rochester 
Arts & Cultural Council for Greater Rochester, Rochester 
Bank of America, Rochester 
Birds Eye Foods Foundation, Rochester 
The Bonadio Group, Pittsford 
Bruner Foundation, Pittsford 
Bulrush Foundation, Rochester 
Community Foundation of Elmira-Corning Area, Elmira 
Community Foundation of Herkimer & Oneida Counties, Utica 
Community Foundation of Tompkins County, Ithaca 
Corning Incorporated Foundation, Corning 
Democrat & Chronicle/Gannett Foundation, Rochester 
The Dyson Foundation, Millbrook 
Eastman Kodak Company, Rochester 
Eldredge, Fox & Porretti, Rochester 
Excellus Health Plan, Rochester 
Fairport Savings Bank, Fairport 
Foundation of the Monroe County Bar, Rochester 
Gebbie Foundation, Jamestown 
Goldberg Berbeco Foundation, Pittsford 
The Sam & Adele Golden Foundation for the Arts, New Berlin 
Golisano Foundation, Pittsford 
The Gorman Foundation, Sherrill 
Griffith McLouth Foundation, Palmyra 
Halcyon Hill Foundation, Webster 
Harter, Secrest & Emery LLP, Rochester 
JPMorgan Chase, Rochester 
Jewish Community Federation of Greater Rochester 
Daisy Marquis Jones Foundation, Rochester 
KeyBank N.A., Rochester 
M&T Charitable Foundation, Rochester 
Ralph & Wilma Maibaum Foundation, Macedon 
Oliver B. Merlyn Foundation, Victor 
Monroe County, Rochester 
Mary S. Mulligan Charitable Trust, Rochester 
New York Council for the Humanities, New York 
Kathryn J. Nixon & Theodore E. Nixon Family Fdn., Pittsford 
Northern Chautauqua Community Foundation, Dunkirk 
Guido and Ellen Palma Foundation, Penfield 
Park Foundation, Ithaca 
The REALTORS Charitable Foundation, Rochester 
City of Rochester, Rochester 
Rochester Area Community Foundation, Rochester 
Rochester Area Health Foundation, Rochester 
Rochester Female Charitable Society, Rochester 
Rochester Gas & Electric Corp., Rochester 
Ronald McDonald House Charities, Rochester 
Kilian J. & Caroline F. Schmitt Foundation, Rochester 
Tompkins Charitable Gift Fund, Ithaca 
Tompkins County Foundation, Inc., Ithaca 
Triad Foundation, Ithaca 
Tripp Foundation, Elmira 
United Way of Greater Rochester, Rochester 
United Way of Tompkins County, Ithaca 
Unity Health Foundation, Rochester 
Wegmans Food Markets, Rochester 
Marie C.& Joseph C. Wilson Foundation, Rochester 
The Women's Foundation of Genesee Valley, Rochester 
 
 


